CITATION OF COMMENDATION

WHEREAS, Brothers John and Daniel Cook settled along Badfish Creek in 1840 in the community that
became Cooksville, which was platted in 1842, six years before Wisconsin became a state; and

WHEREAS, Brothers Dr. John and Dr. Isaac Porter settled a community east of Cooksville that
became Waucoma, which was platted in 1846; and

WHEREAS, The two villages became home to pioneers from New England, New York, the British Isles,
and later Norway; and

WHEREAS, Development in Cooksville came to a screeching halt in the 1860s when railroads
bypassed the village in favor of connections in Evansville and Stoughton, giving the community the
moniker “the town that time forgot;” and

WHEREAS, Preservation work by Larry Reed, Michael Saternus, and Ralph Warner have played a
critical role in preserving Cooksville’s eclectic charm,; and

WHEREAS, In 1973, Cooksville was designated the second historical district in the state of Wisconsin;
and

WHEREAS, Many of Cooksville’s buildings, such as the farmhouse, cheese factory and general store —
the oldest general store in the state — are designated on the National Register for Historic Places; and

WHEREAS, on July 22", 2017, Cooksville will commemorate its 175" Anniversary with a day-long
celebration on the Village Commons; now

THEREFORE, State Representative Don Vruwink and State Senator Janis Ringhand congratulate the
unique village of Cooksville on 175 years of community spirit and offer thanks for humbly representing
the values of the people of Wisconsin.
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